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4 Salomon's House5 and the Pansophic Course
A description of what Bacon thinks may be expected Bacon's idea

when this scientific method is systematically carried out

can be found in his fable of the New Atlantis.    The in- tp^f *e

habitants of this mythical island are described as having

in the course of ages created a state in which ideal sani- New Afanfo

where the

tary, economic, political, and social conditions obtained, members of

.          .             'Salomon's

The most important institution of this society is its House }de-
c Salomon's House/ an organization in which the members ^es to*"

devoted themselves to scientific research and invention,
and in their supposed investigations Bacon anticipates
much that scientists and inventors have to-day only just
begun to realize. He represents these Utopian scientists
as making all sorts of physical, chemical, astronomical,
medical, and engineering experiments and discoveries,
including the artificial production of metals, the forcing
of plants, grafting, and variation of species, the infusion
of serums, vivisection, telescopes, microphones, tele-
phones, flying-machines, submarine boats, steam-engines,
and perpetual-motion machines.
Bacon was not a teacher, and his treatment of educa- Education
tional problems appears in brief and scattered passages,
and shows a failure to appreciate fully the importance
to be attached to the education of the young.1   Yet his
1 See Advancement of Learning, Bk. II, Chap. I; Bk. VI, Chap. IV;
Bk. VII, Chap. Ill ; also his essays, Of Studies, Of Parents and Children,
Of Custom and Education, etc. While he would largely turn over the